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Dear sirs  
 
I am writing in hopes of correcting some misunderstandings about court-ordered psychological 
evaluations.   I am a psychologist who has conducted many evaluations for courts throughout 
Connecticut.   These studies serve the court in assisting judges to understand important family matters 
and point the court in the direction of what is best for children. In order to do this: 
 
-evaluators with the highest level of training and experience are used.   These are Ph.D level 
psychologists with years of education, specific training and understanding of families and court 
matters.  There are no shortcuts or substitutes for this expertise 
 
-evaluators understand and do their best to avoid bias   The court relies on their neutrality and 
sensitivity to gender, culture and special problems.   
 
- health insurance does not cover any of this work. It is not treatment nor assessment for treatment, 
and therefore health insurers are not responsible for reimbursement for such services 
 
-evaluators are not therapists in this role.  They advocate for children's interests while considering the 
wishes strengths and concerns of parents and other parties.  While evaluators may serve as treating 
psychologists in different cases, a therapist is not in a position to provide a comprehensive, neutral 
report to the court. 
 
-Evaluators do difficult work in a dangerously litigious climate.  They need limited immunity provided by 
the court in order to be able to address the  court in an open, honest and useful manner  
 
 
Sincerely  
 
Bruce Freedman Ph.D 
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